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Changes from 2001 census

• An option to complete the form online

• Migrants asked about their date of arrival and how long they intended to 

stay in the UK

• Questionnaire included tick boxes for same-sex civil partnerships in 

relevant questions

• English, Northern Irish, Scottish and Welsh national identity tick-box 

options included

• A question about the number of bedrooms a household has, as well as the 

names, gender and birth dates of any overnight guests

• A question asking how well a respondent can speak English

• No question on whether a resident has access to a bath or shower 

• The section on ethnicity was expanded 

• Included usual residents and any visitors staying the night on census day, 

27 March 2011



Output census data is geographic



Geographical visualisation/analysis



Census output areas

GEOID ê totpop male female

E00069169 392 194 198

E00069187 251 121 130

E00069192 346 160 186

E00069196 309 148 161

E00069197 330 162 168



2011 Census geography hierarchy



Census statistics help to describe the 

structure of the resident population

• Population attributes, including:
– Age

– Ethnicity

– Education

– Health

– Household composition

– Economic activity

• Changes in these attributes since the last census in 2001

• Travel to work and commuting patterns

• At different geographic scales
– National and regional

– Travel-to-work area

– Local authority area

– Neighbourhood



Using census statistics

• Requires time and expertise

• Possible, in principle, to link with data from 

other sources

• Best if interpretation is informed by local 

insight and intelligence



Health warnings

• Caution is required when interpreting census 

statistics at smaller geographical levels

• Not all measures are directly comparable from 

one census to the next

• Full set of census 2011 results not yet 

released



Illustration of the type of analysis 

possible with census data

Focus on qualifications



Choice of measures

• No qualifications

• Level 1 qualifications

• Level 2 qualifications

• Apprenticeship

• Level 3 qualifications

• Level 4 qualifications and above

• Other qualifications



% of adults with no qualifications

Residents aged 16-74 Residents aged 16 and over



% of adults with level 4 qualifications 

and above (2011)



% of adults with level 4 qualifications 

and above (2001) 

Male Female


